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KEY MESSAGES

e The aquaculture and fisheries sector in Greece is economically important
but faces public concern and low trust driven by visible environmental
impacts and weak transparency.

e Priority environmental pressures: nutrient pollution, antibiotic
contamination, habitat degradation, wildlife conflicts, and emissions
across the chain (including feed and energy).

e The fastest “trust + biodiversity” wins come from labelling, education,
enforced spatial planning, and circular waste reduction (incl. packaging).

Aquaculture and fisheries are economically significant and can contribute to food
security, but they create biodiversity risks when pollution, disease management,
spatial conflicts, and weak transparency reduce ecosystem health and public
acceptance. BIOTRAILS highlights that social acceptance is not a communications
issue alone. It is an outcome of real performance, visibility of data, and credible

enforcement.

A nature positive seafood sector requires measurable environmental performance,
strong spatial planning, circular waste management, and consumer facing

transparency. Policy should treat data as infrastructure, not as optional reporting.




POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

1. National sustainability labelling for aquaculture products
Create clear standards that cover production practices, environmental
impacts, and food quality, with credible verification.

2. Make spatial planning a prerequisite for licensing
Require updated planning frameworks that reduce conflict, protect
sensitive habitats, and clarify carrying capacity.

3. Cut pollution through monitoring and enforcement
Strengthen inspection capacity, require monitoring where impacts are
likely, and apply penalties consistently.

4. Advance circular economy and packaging reform
Reduce waste burdens, support recycling and reuse, and address high
impact materials used in distribution.

5. Build long term literacy through schools and communities
Support curriculum integration and public education that explains trade-
offs, standards, and verified improvements.

Where people suspect harm, reforms face resistance and delays. Publishing
comparable environmental data, enforcing standards, and enabling informed
purchasing are direct biodiversity measures because they change incentives and

reduce noncompliance.




About BIOTRAILS

BIOTRAILS is a Horizon Europe project that works across value chains and policy
levels to design biodiversity-positive change. The project brings together
stakeholders, tools, and scientific knowledge to support real-world
transformations.

This publication is an edited version of Deliverable 5.6 of the BIOTRAILS project
availabe on



https://biotrailsproject.eu/resources/public-deliverables/

